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NASI DOBROVOLNICI VE VALCE
V PERSKEM ZALIVU

V druhé poloving roku 1990 vznikla v oblasti Perského zalivu vybusna situace.
Irécké vojska prepadla v srpnu Kuvait a hrozila okoli znagnou poéetni a vojenskou
silou. Vznikla nejistota dalsiho vyvoje v této dolezité oblasti svéta.

Vzniklému ,zlu” bylo nutné v zéjmu znovunastoleni miru &elit. Do rychle vytvorené
spojenecké koalice (celkem 26 statd) v duchu OSN se zapojila i Ceskd a Slovenska
Federativni Republika. Stalo se tak na zékladé prohléseni prezidenta CSFR k situaci
v oblasti Perského zdlivu ze dne 23. 9. 1990 a doporuéeni ministra obrany. Navrh
na vysléni speciélni protichemické jednotky pro inkriminovanou oblast k nasazeni
v ramci mnohondrodnich sil byl predlozen Federalnimu shromézdéni CSFR, které
s vyslanim vyslovilo souhlas.

Zékladna &. SPCHJ u mésta Hafar Al Batin
The base of Czechoslovak Anti-chemical Weapons Special Unit at Hafar al Batin, Saudi Arabia

V nésledujicim mésici Fijnu
byl zahdajen stmelovaci
vycvik ve Slaném a doslo
k soustredéni vybrané tech-
niky a materiélu pro specidl-
ni protichemickou jednotku
(déle SPCHJ). Volba na
vytvoieni SPCHJ nebyla
ndhodnou, vychézela ze
znalosti struktury saddsko-
arabského vojska, které
nedisponovalo jednotkami
protichemické obrany.

Po dvoumésiénim soustre-
déni vojaka-dobrovolnikd
byla jednotka pfipravena
k nasazeni. Sestavala z veli-
telstvi a $tabu, ¥ protiche-
mickych odfadu, zdravotnic-
kého odiadu, roty tylového
a technického zabezpecent,
strdzni roty, spojovaci ety
a skupiny uéitell protiche-
mického zabezpegeni a che-
mického materiéIng technic-

kého zabezpegeni. Celkovy Protichemicky odFad pfi presunu do Kuvajtu
podet &inil 169 vojako s veli- One of the Czechoslovak army’s anti-chemical weapons

sections gets ready for redeployment in Kuwait

telem plk. Ing. J. Valo, ktery
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VOLUNTEERING TO SERVE
IN PERSIAN GULF WAR

A turbulent situation arose in the Persian Gulf
area in the second half of 1990. The Iragi armies
on the behest of Sadaam Hussein overran Kuwait
and threatened more havoc in the region due fo
their great numbers and military might. The out-
look for the future was uncertain in this important
part of the world.

An evil power had to be restrained in the
interest of re-establishing peace. A rapidly for-
med allied codlition in the spirit of the United
Nations was joined by 26 countries including
Czechoslovakia. That happened on the basis of
a presidential decree dealing with the situation in
the Persian Gulf area issued on September 23,
1990, with the recommendation given by the
Defense Minister. A proposal to send a military
anti-chemical weapons unit into the above-named
region has been submitted to the Federal
Assembly which approved the matter.

In the following month a training course has
been initiated at a Slany facility and selected
technology and materiel has been assembled for
the special anti-chemical weapons® unit. The choi-
ce of the unit's type was not coincidental, the
selection stemmed from knowledge that the Saudi
armed forces did not possess such anti-chemical
weapons teams.

Following a two-month course, the unit compo-
sed of soldier-volunteers has been ready for the
assignment. It consisted of a command section the
staff department, three anti-chemical weapons
sections, a medical section, a guard company,
a communications platoon and of a group of
anti-chemical and chemical materiel protection
instructors. Its total manpower was 169 persons
and headed by Col. J. Valo who was well-acqua-
inted with Middle East due to his several years of
tenure at an Egyptian military school. During
November a treaty was proposed and concluded
between governments of Czechoslovakia and
Saudi Arabia on activities of and conditions for
the presence of Czechoslovak military specialists
in Saudi Arabia. On December 10, a presidential
decree has been issued to dispatch the anti-che-
mical weapons unit to Saudi Arabia. Its transport
was provided by the U.S. Air Force on C-5 airc-
raft. Air transport was concluded on December
15 at the King Khalid City , some 500 kilometers
from the Saudi capital Riyadh.

The deployment of the anti-chemical weapons
unit prior to the outbreak of hostilities between
Iraq and the Allied coalition in liberation of
Kuwait:

As of January 1, 1991 the unit is deployed to
fulfill assignments described in the treaty between
Czechoslovak and Saudi governments; two secti-
ons are deployed in a rear support of two Saudi
brigades some 40 kilometers from Iraqi and
Kuwaiti frontiers. The remaining section and the
medical team are stationed in the vicinity of King
Khalid City in deep rear. (Their deployment is of
the original humanitarian nature wﬁich has been
the purpose of the mission within the area. The
unit's assignment remains constant notwithstan-
ding its place of deployment. Its special nature
prevents it from participating in the fighting. Its
commanding officer is directly suborc?inotecl to
the Czechoslovak leadership, but strategically
speaking its activities must be coordinated with
the Allied command). The unit at its place of dep-
loyment attends to the following tasks in accor-
dance with the intergovernmental agreement:



® implements chemical and radiation survey
for Saudi armed forces;

@ in the event of enemy’s use of chemical wea-
ponry supports the Saudi armed forces in lesse-
ning weapons effects to the extent given by
unit’s capabilities;

@ warns Saudi population of impending chemi-
cal and radiation dangers and instructs Saudi
personnel in the field of anti-chemical weapons
protection including a provision for technological
assistance.

A January 1210 15, 1991. The unit is supplied
with remainder of its chemical, medical, technical
and rear-guard materiel vital for unit's the pre-
sence and its assignments fulfillment.

A January 15, 1991. Expiration of the UN ulti-
matum, expectation of the outbreak of hostilities
between Iraq and the Allies coalition. The
Czechoslovak unit is ready to meet any challenge.

The unit’s deployment in the Operation Desert
Storm:

A At the outbreak of war more immeasurable
demands were placed on the unit's performance.
Small numbers of personnel (less than 20 persons
in each section) had to concurrently secure conti-
nuous monitoring, operate a laboratory and have
a team on stcm?by for immediate infervention in
a case of attack. ‘Reconnoitering for chemicals
was no child’s play, on average an alert was dec-
lared five times daily at each strike of an unidenti-
fiable missile.

A February 5 to 10, 1991 The unit is reinfor-
ced with 37 soldiers, more equipment, food and
medical supplies are delivered.

A February 27, 1991 A Saudi C-130 tran-
sporter brings in new equipment from
Czechoslovakia to provide better surveying condi-
tions for the unit. An armored carrier adapted for
chemical reconnoitering which is also effective
against infantry weapons, communications equip-
ment, informational materials and others.

A Also on that day two anti-chemical weapons
sections assigned to Saudi brigades cross the
Kuwaiti border. (They advance in the rear of the
20th Saudi Tank Brigade in the direction of Rukvi,
Khauni, Djaru and Kuwait City. They reconnoiter
for a presence of chemical weapons, secure anti-
chemical weapons defenses and dispose of che-
mical weapons uncovered at one-time Kuwaiti
army barracks).

A February 28, 1991 An armistice is declared
after 1,014 hours from the time the armed conflict
has started.

The unit’s deployment affer the end of hostili-
ties:

A March, 1, 1991 At the war’s conclusion
there are changes in stationing of some sections
of the Czechoslovak unit in the region. The staff
and command remains on the base near King
Khalid City, where other parts and staffs of the
Allied armies are stationed - foremost the United
States, Great Britain, Egypt, Syria. A part of the
Czechoslovak unit is redeployed northward, to
the Kuwaiti border to the vicinity of Hafar al
Batin. The base camp is 40 kilometers southwest
from Kuwait City. Two sections remain with Saudi
brigades and are located about 35 kilometers
southwest of Kuwait.

A March 7, 1991 The unit's commanding offi-
cer orders guard duty at the Czechoslovak
Embassy compound in Kuwait City. Conditions in
the area worsen; femperatures rise, the weather
in the southwest is impacted by a thick smoke
from burning oilfields in Kuwait. Frequently lights
must be turned on in the daytime.

A March 21, 1991 On the basis of an amend-
ment fo the agreement with the Saudis, the mate-
riel and equipment of the Czechoslovak unit desti-

dob¥e znal podminky v oblasti
Stredniho vychodu z nékolikaletého
posobeni na vysoké vojenské skole
v Egypté.

V pribghu mésice listopadu 1990
byla pfipravena g uzaviena
Dohoda mezi vlddou CSFR a viddou
Krélovstvi Satdské Ardbie (KSA)
o &innosti a podminkéch pobytu &.
vojenskych specialistd na Gzemi
KSA. Dne 10. 12. 1990 byl SPCHJ
vyhlésen rozkaz prezidenta CSFR
o vyslani do Satdskoarabského kré-
lovstvi. Preprava nasi jednotky byla
zajisténa letouny amerického voj.
letectva C-5 GALAXY. Celé prepra-
va vzduchem konéila 15. 12. 1990
ve Mé&sté krale Chélida, vzdaleného asi 500 km od Rijédu - hlavniho mésta KSA.

m PUsobeni SPCHJ do zahdijeni bojovych operaci spojenecké koalice na osvoboze-
ni Kuvaitu:

A Od ]. ledna 1991 je nasazena pro zajisténi tkold plynoucich z Dohody mezi
vladami CSFR a KSA: 2 protichemické odrcdy isou dislokovany v tylu dvou satdsko-
arabskych brigéd ve vzddlenosti cca 35 az 45 km od iréckych a kuvaitskych hranic.
Jeden odfad a zdravotni odfad maiji sidlo u Mésta kréle Chdlida v hlubokém tylu.
(Svym pUsobenim napliiuje jednotka pivodni humanitérni charakter, se kterym byla
do oblasti vysléna. Jednotka neméni svij Geel podle toho, kde je nasazena. Ze své
vojenské povahy se nemize zGéastnit bojo. Velitel jednotky je pFimo podfizen &s.
predstavitelom, ale ve strategickém smyslu musi jeji ¢innost byt koordinovéna se
Spojeneckym velenim). Jednotka v mistech svého rozmisténi plni v souladu s ustano-
venimi mezivladni dohody tyto Gkoly:

® provédét pro saldsko-arabské sily chemicky a radiaéni prozkum;

® v pripadé neprételského pouziti chemickych zbrani podporovat saddsko-arab-
ské sily pri likvidaci jejich nésledkd v rozsahu, ktery je stanoven kapacitnimi moz-
nostmi jednotky;

@ varovat satdsko-arabské obyvatelstvo pred chemickym a radiaénim nebezpecim
a gkolit satdsko- orobsky persondl v oblasti protichemické ochrany véetné poskytnuti
technické pomoci.

A 12 -15 1. 1991 Doplnéni jednotky chemlckym zdravotnickym, technickym
a tylovym materidlem nutnym pro Zivot a plnéni Gkold jednotkou.

A 15, 1. 1991 Vyprieni ultimata OSN, ocekavani konfliktu mezi Irdkem a mezi-
nérodni koalici. Cs. jednotka je pripravena plnit tkoly dané zaméFenim.

m Cinnost jednotky v operaci Poustni boufe:

A Se zahdjenim vélky byl vykon sluzby naseho kontingentu nesmirné nérocny.
Mélopocetné chemické odfady musely (v necelych dvaceti lidech jeden) soub&zng
zajisfovat nepretrzitou monitorovaci ¢innost, provozovat laboratoF a mit vyelenénou
skupinu pro okamzity zésah v pripadé chemického Gtoku. Chemicky prozkum pritom
nebyl 2ddnou stinovou zdlezitosti, primérné a pétkrét denné byl vyhla%ovan
pop|ach (musel napt. nutné nasledovat po kazdém vybuchu neznémého pivodu).

- 10. 2. 1991 Jednotka doplnéna o 37 daliich vojakd, potfebnou vystroj,
vyzbr0|, potraviny a zdravoni
materidl.

A 27. 2. 1991 Satdsko-
arabsky letoun C 130 Herkules
dopravil pro SPCHJ novou
v0|enskou techniku z CSFR,
umoziiujici dalsi prozkum. Slo
o obrnény transportér pro che-
micky prozkum (a zarovef
vhodnou ochranu proti p&chot-
nim zbranim), spojovaci mate-
ridl, informaéni a dalsi.

A 27 2. 1991 Prekrotily 2
protichemické oddily pridélené
k brigédém Saddskoarabské
armédy hranice Kuvajtu.
(Postupovaly s 20. tankovou
brigédou, v jejich tylu ve sméru
Rukvi, Chauni, Dzahru
a Kuwait City. V rémci prozku-
mu pétraji po pFitomnosti che-

Pohled do jedné z mobilnich chemickych
laboratorf
A look inside a mobile chemical laboratory

PFi pripravé k likvidaci chemické munice 20 km od
Kuwait City

Preparations are under way to dispose of chemical
ammunition 20 km from Kuwait City
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mickych zbrani, zabez-
pecuji protichemickou
ochranu a zneskodiuji
chemickou  munici
v byvalych kasérnach
kuvaitské armady).

A 28. 2 1991 Po
1014 hodinéch od
vypuknuti skuteéného
valeéného konfliktu je
vyhlasen klid zbrani
(03.00 SEC).

m Cinnost SPCHJ po
skonéeni véaleéného
konfliktu:

A ] 3 1991V sou-
vislosti s ukonéenim
valky dochézi ke zmé-
nam v rozmisténi nékte-
rych &asti &s. jednotky
v regionu: Stéb a veleni &. SPCH) zostava na zékladné u Mésta krdle Chdlida, kde
jsou rovnéz dislokovény &asti dalsich jednotek o 3téby vojsk spojenecké koalice -
predeviim USA, Francie, V. Briténie, Egypta, Syrie. Cast &. jednotky se premistuje
severnim smérem ke kuvaitské hranici od Hafar Al Batinu. Zakladni tabor - 40 km
jihovychodn& od Kuwait City. 2 odfady zistévaji u brigad satdskoarabské armady
a nachdzeji se zhruba 30 - 40 km jihovychodné od Kuvaitu.

A 7. 3. 1991 Velitel nasi jednotky zaijisfuje od tohoto data stfezeni objektd &s.
velvyslanectvi v Kuwait City. Stav podminek v oblasti Kuvaitu: teploty zaginaii stou-
pat, podasi na severovychodé negativné ovliviiuje husty kouF z hoficich nattovych
poli v Kuvajtu. Casto je nutno i pres den pouzivat osvétleni.

A 21. 3. 1991 Na zékladé ujednani ke smlouvé dochézi k inventarizaci materidlu
&s. jednotky, ktery bude preddn satdsko-arabské armadé a zstane na misté. Podle
upfesnéni predala &. jednotka celkem 70 vozidel, vé. detekéni techniky a odmoro-
vacich souprav. Déle lehké terénni vozidla vybavend pro odmofovéni osob, zafizeni
a terénu, ale i Tatry a pojizdnou lékatskou o3etfovnu a obrnény transportér pro che-
micky prozkum.

A 28. 3. 1991 Jednotka je rozmisténa v 5 tdborech - 198 vojaki. Pripravy na
stahovéni jednotky a névrat do vlasti do 2 mésico. o

A 22. 4. 1991 Rozhodnuto o navratu vé&tsi &asti prislusniko SPCHJ do CSFR s tim,
%e v Krélovstvi Satdské Ardbie zistane éést prislunika zabezpeéuiici skoleni specia-
listd satdsko-arabskych ozbrojenych sil.

Predani vyznamendni pfislusnikom &s. SPCHJ
Czechoslovak soldiers accept decorations

T I 3

Ucasti ve valce v Perském zdlivu se CSFR postavila na stranu spravedinosti, ve
shod& s celosvétovym min&nim. Konkrétni pisobeni nasich pisluiniki v oblasti
vélegného konfliktu to plné potvrdilo. Ironii historie viak zistévd, e za svobodu
obecnych idedld (a viastni zemé) nasi vojéci prevédzné bojovali v zahraniéi.

V rémci strézniho zabezpedeni se nasi vojéci
podileli i na hlidkovéni u pristupovych komunika-
ci

As part of their duties Czechoslovak soldiers also
patrol approach roads

ned for the Saudi army is inventoried so it can
remain in place. Upon verification the
Czechoslovak unit turned over a total of 70 vehic-
les, including defection technologies and deconta-
mination assemblies. In addition, it gave up light
all-terrain vehicles equipped for human, groun
and facility decontamination and also heavy
trucks, a mobile medical clinic and an armored
carrier for chemical raconnoitering.

A March 28, 1991 The unit is redeployed in
five camps - 198 soldiers. Preparations are star-
ted for its withdrawal, its return to
Czechoslovakia is scheduled to take place within
two months.

A Apri| 22, 1991 A decision is made to return
the greater part of the unit back home, provided
that a portion of the unit stays behind to instruct
specidalists in the Saudi armed forces on protecti-
on from chemical weaponry.

O T 3

With its participation in the Persian Gulf war,
Czechoslovakia stood on the side of justice in
accordance with worldwide public opinion. The
actual work of its nationals in wartime circum-
stances has fully affirmed that. However, it re-
mains a historical irony that our soldiers fought
for freedom of general ideals (as well of their
country) mainly abroad.

PIYSIA V2 2 9

o ans SalA T (s AESET) 1)

K nejvyznamnéjsim ocenénim &. vojaks v operaci Poustni boufe patfila Medaile za osvobozeni Kuvajtu - udélend krélem Saidské Ardbie Abd-Al-

Azizem a Bitevni fad - udéleny ministrem obrany, letectva a generdlnim inspektorem Krélovstvi Saidské Ardbie

Among the most important decorations given to Czechoslovak soldiers for their participation in the Desert Storm operation was the Medal for

Liberation of Kuwait presented by Saudi King Aziz and the Battle Order awarded by top Saudi military leadership
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Vojenské historické muzeum Praha - Hradéany
The Museum of Military History - Prague

Muzeum letectvi a kosmonautiky Praha - Kbely
The Museum of Aeronautics and Cosmonautics - Prague




